TIM SHOCKLEY

California-based Tim Shockley is a modern conceptual artist whose works reflect both a sincere devotion and respect towards his signature material, bronze. As a teenager, Shockley’s viewing of Picasso’s Bull’s Head, helped form his inner rebellious streak; motivating him to see things in a different light and igniting his drive towards an unconventional presentation that now weaves a common theme throughout his work. This can be seen in his construction of silk ties, lying languidly on a table as if made of light contours, only to be rendered as sturdy, heavy objects when one realizes the fabric is really bronze.  This recent series, Loose Ties, reinstates the subtle sense of humor that underlies all of Shockley’s work. Conceptualizing a series of men’s ties that stand animated in serpentine poses, Shockley strove to create the illusion of dual identity in these sculptures which tweak the mind; taking the viewer out of their comfort zone momentarily until they realize they are looking at something ordinary in an extraordinary new perspective. 

